
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, May 02, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of 
Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute and 
Joseph LaPorte; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  
Absent/Excused: Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaPorte, to accept the Minutes of the 
April 3, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (Fasulo). 
 
VISITORS:  
1.  Jody Socha – Southington Jaycees.  Mrs. Socha and others from the Jaycees attended the meeting to 
talk about doing some work at the Jaycee Park on Union Street.  They have had some neighborhood 
interest in clearing out some of the trees and perhaps putting in some swings, a walking trail around the 
perimeter, etc.  They requested information on the town’s policies or liabilities with regard to how much 
they can do and where to start.  They do have sponsorships and plan to have fundraisers to get some of the 
work done.  Discussion followed.  Commissioners commented that in the past the park was underutilized 
so very little time was spent on it because of that.  Neighborhoods change so it deserves another look.  It 
was suggested that the group do some more research – have a public meeting, send flyers within the 
neighborhood, put an announcement in the paper – see what interest is out there before spending a lot of 
time and money for a small number of people.  The commissioners were supportive of having the park get 
people interested in it.  The town (through the Parks Department) could probably do some tree work there 
in the fall rather than having a tree company come in.  The Jaycees were told to come up with a plan 
including some estimated costs but to coordinate with Mike Manware.  They would like to initially put up 
a couple of basketball hoops to get started, and then people could see that something was happening there. 
 
2.  John Giersbeck – Life is Sweet Ice Cream.  Mr. Giersbeck thanked the commission for their help 
last year.  There were no issues and it went well.  He is seeking approval again to sell his ice cream in 
town.  Dave Lapreay reminded commissioners that he was allowed the rights to the playground camp and 
Tuesday kids entertainment shows.  There were no issues with the other ice cream vendor.  Motion by 
Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to allow Mr. Giersbeck to use the same spots 
as last year.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said the dance attendance was typical.  There are two more.  Usually break even for the year.  
Commissioner LaPorte went to the Town Council meeting with the pavilion rental fees and they were 
approved.  There have not been many reservations yet.  Commissioner Kanute asked if we should 
advertise the rules and fees.  However, Commissioner LaPorte said he is planning to have the pavilion 
dedication in June and people can come and find out all about it then.  Mr. Lapreay also said that the 
Council approval stated that fees would be doubled for out of towners.  He reminded them that we don’t 
rent to out of towners.  Some discussion followed on how to handle rental requests from out of towners.  
After discussion, motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to 
leave the policy as is, with the discretion of the Director of Recreation.  If he starts to get a lot of out of 
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town requests he would review them with the board.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lapreay continued his report. Winter and spring programs are winding down.  They are all positive 
and the funds will be going into a new fund for next year.  Softball started on Monday.  There are 35 
mens teams and 7-8 for women.  The scheduling software is working great.  Camp and playground 
registration is going on now.  So far it is not as filled up as it was last year.  It pays for itself.  Tennis is 
ongoing.  Dave is working with a group for special needs kids.  They meet monthly.  There are a couple 
of things for June and July, perhaps an art class at the library.  The fall should be better once the schools 
are available for use.  The special needs group is very excited about it.  Commissioner Kanute noted that 
perhaps a program using the Wii games could be used for this group.  It is very successful for the seniors 
at Calendar House.  Trips are hit or miss.  It doesn’t seem as if as many people are signing up for them 
but we only pay for what we are using so there is no loss to us.  Mr. Lapreay said the issue of scheduling 
groups to use school fields, etc. has been resolved.  If the program or event is not being sponsored by the 
department, he would have nothing to do with it.  Fred Cox and Eric Swallow are in agreement on this.  
There was some discussion about the golf lessons being held at Highland Golf rather than at Hawk’s 
Landing.  No one from Hawk’s contacted Mr. Lapreay.  The set up was handled through John Vitale, the 
instructor.  There was nothing to report on kayaks yet. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Michael Manware reported that the Centennial Park sign was newly painted and reinstalled at the park on 
Grove Street.  Mulching in town was started. Mr. Manware said they are trying a new infield mix which is 
supposed to drain better.  Four doggie bag stations were installed on the trail.  The show trailer was used 
for the MADD walk on April 21.  Both football fields were aerated.  Fertilizing program was started.  It 
will continue tomorrow on the athletic field.  Power washing was done on both town green gazebos. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte reminded everyone that the Italian Festival is scheduled for July 27-29.  They 
would like to have the showmobile on Thursday, the 26th, so that it wouldn’t impede the tent setup on 
Friday.  So hopefully the Wednesday Music on the Green doesn’t get rained out and have to be scheduled 
for the Thursday.  Mr. Manware said he would make a note of the dates.  In response to a question, Mr. 
Lapreay stated that Music on the Green sponsors are all set. 
 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Kanute.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
   
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by 
Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously at 7:25 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


